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NEWS MEMBERS' AREA SHOP SUBSCRIBE UPCOMING SHOWS MORE
RETRIEVER LABRADOR
Issue: 21/07/2017
There was a great entry of 44 dogs and bitches waiting for judge, Sharon 
Rogers at the midweek Dukeries (Notts) Gundog Open show. Best of Breed was Karl Gawthorpes
yellow, Waterbrook Pillow Talk who was later short-listed to the last 8 for BIS. Reserve BOB was 
Dennis and Sarah McLellan's yellow Saranden Rock Your Baby  whilst Best 
Puppy was Yolande and Roger Shirton's black Woolman Proper Enchanting. 
You will recall the 3 year old Polish yellow dog, Ger Ch Dolbia Casanova (Balrion Weathertop Casey Jones x Int/Pl/Slo/Get Jun Ch Dolbia Smooth Operator) owned and handled by Mr M Fosciak and bred by Irmina Dudkowiak went Best in Show at the Labrador 
Retriever Club show last month, well, hes done it again in another country, at the 40th Anniversary Show of the Swedish Labrador Club. The judges were Jane Rawlinson (dogs) and Shaun Williamson (Bitches). He is now a Swedish Champion.
This time, handled by Moa Persson Ch.Dolbia Casanova won the Champion class, then went Best Male with CC and finally Best in Show. Many Congratulations.
Glad to read the Kennel Club are listening to breed complaints regarding the registration of unrecognised colours eg Silver Labradors, Champagne Labradors. 
The Kennel Club is putting measures in place to tackle the issue while gathering data to help protect the welfare of all dogs.
A lengthy statement from the Kennel Club which I think is worth reading in full as it affects our breed, reads "People breeding these dogs ( of unrecognised colours) are often doing so with little or no regard for important elements such as health, temperament and conformation, and are effectively duping puppy buyers by claiming certain colours are 'rare' or advertising litters as colours that do not exist.
Having listened to the views of breed clubs and others involved in the dog world, the Kennel Club has announced the first phase of measures to address the problem, which will come into effect immediately.  These measures have come about as a direct result of recommendations made by the Kennel Club's Communications Working Party and have involved a considerable financial investment in database development over the past year.  
Linda Heron, Joint Breed Health Coordinator for Labrador Retrievers, said: "As the Labrador is the most popular breed of dog in the UK, we are glad to see that the Kennel Club is taking steps to address the problem of unrecognised colours in this breed and across the board.  We hope it will serve as a clear warning and help to educate puppy seekers and less experienced breeders or those deliberately breeding unrecognised colours."
The measures include:
Kennel Club database change
When registering litters online via MyKC, breeders have previously been presented with a drop-down box which lists all recognised colours in their breed and a generic 'Colour Not Recognised' option.  This has been updated so that breeders must now manually enter the colour of the puppy if selecting the Colour Not Recognised (CNR) option. This is mandatory and the colour must be entered to proceed with the registration.  This will enable the Kennel Club to collect data on CNR registrations across all breeds, which will be used along with other information to decide what further action that needs to be taken, and will mean that the Kennel Club is the only organisation to hold data on colours in all registered dogs. Although the specific unrecognised colours will not be published, it is planned that the Kennel Club will work in conjunction with breed clubs in order to increase knowledge in this area.
Education and online resources
To ensure that both puppy buyers and breeders of all levels of experience are made aware of the recognised colours across all breeds and the issues with unrecognised colours, new content has been added to the Kennel Club website for every single breed - on its Find a Puppy tool (www.thekennelclub.org.uk/services/public/findapuppy/) and on the Breed Information Centre (www.thekennelclub.org.uk/services/public/breed/). Special focus at this stage will be paid to four breeds that are known to have seen surges in unrecognised colours - Labradors, Pugs, French Bulldogs and Bulldogs - and it is planned to add other breeds to the list in due course.
A specific 'What colour should my puppy be?' web page has also been created with a link to various other areas of the Kennel Club website, to highlight what colours are recognised in each breed and the issues with unrecognised colours. This can be accessed at www.thekennelclub.org.uk/getting-a-dog-or-puppy/what-colour-should-my-puppy-be/. It is also planned to develop a web-based seminar on recognised colours, with a view to holding Kennel Club regional seminars on the same subject at a later date.
Kennel Club Puppy Naming Service
Some breeders choose to use the Kennel Club Puppy Naming Service when registering their litters. Traditionally, the Kennel Club has made its own kennel name available, e.g. Kensteen, when processing these litters for breeders without a kennel name. However, in another new measure, breeders without a kennel name will no longer have access to the Kennel Club's own kennel name when registering litters containing CNR puppies.
Assured Breeder Scheme
Members of the Assured Breeder Scheme who choose to breed unrecognised colours will be required from now on to carry out all health tests in their chosen breed, whether required or recommended, and this information will be checked for compliance at the time of joining the scheme as well as during any subsequent visit from a Regional Breeder Assessor.
"The fact that the Kennel Club  will now be able to record  exactly what colours the CNR registrations are will enable them to monitor and analyse the statistics and ensure that the next stage and future decisions will be based on facts. The various changes to the Kennel Club website are also important in the education of the public about correct breed standard colours and, as these changes are quite prominent with links to various pages such as the Find a Puppy section, they should prove to be an excellent learning resource for those looking for a puppy."
Caroline Kisko, Kennel Club Secretary, said: "The Kennel Club is taking this action in relation to unrecognised colours, following concerns expressed by serious breed enthusiasts as well as breed clubs. These measures will send a clear message to anyone thinking of breeding a litter or buying a puppy that it is best to avoid doing so based upon one factor only - in this case, colour. There is a lot of really useful information for puppy seekers on the Kennel Club website and we are confident that these latest changes will improve the chances of people making more informed choices when it comes to buying a puppy in a responsible manner.
"With breeders specifying exactly which unrecognised colours they are registering from now on, the Kennel Club will be better placed to analyse the data in order to look at the possibility of a second phase of measures based upon science as well as other factors." 
Where there is evidence that certain colours can affect the health of dogs, the Kennel Club may restrict registrations, as it has done for any puppies, for any breed, that are produced as a result of mating two merle (dapple) coloured parents together."
Ann Britton 
01989720665 
email bowstones@btinternet.com
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